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Issues of Migration in Newspapers of the Stavropol Area
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Since 1990, the demographic development and the ethnic structure of the population in the
Stawropol area is dominated by a stable growth of migration from adjoining North Caucasian
regions. Thus, the integration of refugees and migrants and interlinked socio-political, economic,
and ethno-cultural issues start being an object of discussion in the Stawropol government and
regional mass media. Migration — in sociological studies being described as dominated by a growth
of the North Caucasian share of the population — is named as a factor for the growing multi-
ethnicity of the population.

The Stawropol area is one of five subjects of the Russian Federation where among 1000 residents
the population growth due to migration is two and a half times the Russian population growth.
Migration in all its manifestations is being named almost in unison as one of the main reasons for
ethnic tensions in Southern Russia.

Problems of adaptation and integration of migrants and their ethnic identity, the idea of a positive
interethnic and intercultural dialogue and the idea of tolerance are important topics not only in the
newspapers of the district capital, but also in about 30 county issues. In the process, tolerance is
keyword and main concept of interethnic relations and of non-controversial, intercultural
communication.

Most frequently, positive aspects of migration are being reported in the newspapers, such as
informational reports, advertisements and statements of accounts that relate to different social
programs, and letters to the editor — in the newspapers of the district capital, preferably analytical
reports and interviews. In the Eastern counties of the Stawropol area, directly neighboring the
North Caucasian Republics, newspapers frequently publish rather acrimonious materials that often

cause a tightening of the general situation.
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