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Prior to World War I hundreds of thousands of Poles migrated from the rural Eastern regions 

of the then-German Empire into the aspiring industrial area alongside the river Ruhr. Soon, 

this ethnic minority with German citizenship was endued with a Polish-language press of its 

own, and also the German newspapers began to take notice of the migrants. How did the 

majority press portray these “Ruhr-Poles”, and how did the newspapers of the Polish minority 

describe majority-culture? Today, descendants of the migrants of these times can at best be 

recognized by their Polish sounding names. Are hence the Ruhr-Poles an example of 

successful integration? What can be learned from this historic case about the significance of 

media and journalism for the intercultural integration of migrants today? The paper answers 

these questions against an interactional theory-background. 
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